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Parish nurses congregatlons

ERIN smumummne Columbian
Pansh nurse Manlyn Johnson watches Logan Baxter, 5, take his turn throwing a ball through the hoops during playtime

at vacation Bible school. Parish nurses can play a key role in church activities and parishioner wellness. >

A watchful eye in the pews proves a useful
supplement to more-formal health care

ByTOMVOGT
s £ i Columbian staff writer
% hree people attendmg church at Trinity Lutheran in
. 2006 wound up in the emergency room.
Marilyn Johnson sent them to the hospital.
She started a parish nurse program at Trinity -
> Lutheran four years ago as part of the church’s health
ministry. The job involves a lot of education, healthy-living
programs and support activities.
_ Butit can include hands-on nursing, like when the three
congregation members walked up to Johnson during the
year and told her they didn’t feel well. She took their blood
pressure.
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